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wide open spaces, shady oak trees, 
whispering pines and swaying grasses. 
The jingle of spurs, the soaring hawks, 
the creak of leather, the sound of hooves, 
the cattle grazing down the hillside along 

the trails 
the heat of the day and the cool of the night. 
Amazing cowboy poets such as Paul 

Zarzyski, 
Diane Tribitt and Jim and Karen Ross 
reach us deep inside with their 
talented and humorous views of life. We 
see through their eyes, their minds, and 

their souls. 
Young poets and buckaroos come to the Fes-

tival 
and share their respect for cowboy lore, 
and adults step forward and recite 
their own memorable poems for all. 
It wasn’t that long ago that renowned 
artist Jo Mora walked in Monterey 
and lived with the cowboys and Native 

Americans 
throughout the land. 
In his tradition, the Monterey Cowboy Fes-

tival 
looks to other multi-talented Western art-

ists 
like Jack Swanson, Joelle Smith and many, 

many others 
who drew and painted and illustrated what 

came before them 
in the cowboy way of life. 
Salinas saddle-maker G. S. Garcia’s grand-

daughter, 
steers this festival and allows us to admire 
the man whose saddle brought home the 
Gold Medal from the St. Louis World’s Fair. 
And, artisans from around America journey 

west 
to Monterey to proudly display special 
Cowboy boots, jewelry, Navajo blankets 
and other symbols of our time-honored West-

ern tradition. 
The cowboy today is still seen on the slopes 

of 
Monterey County in rambling ranches 
that stretch over mountain tops. 
The festival honors our hard-working ranch-

ers 
like the Violinis, Dorrances, and Pedrazzis, 
and others who work with grazing 
cattle, day in and day out. 
And, training horses through their ‘‘Feel’’, 
a well-loved method developed by 
Monterey County’s Bill Dorrance and carried 

on by 
Others, such as Marvin and Marguerite Rob-

erts and 
Ray Hackworth revealing their unending re-

spect for horses, 
also a part of the Monterey Cowboy Festival. 

The Festival’s Saturday Night Dance lets ev-
eryone 

kick up their heels in the popular Texas 
Swing tradition 

performed by the always spunky Carolyn 
Martin Band, 

bringing back lots of foot-stomping fun. 
Raising money for the Salvation Army 
through its famous Cowboy Church on Sun-

day morning, 
with featured performers singing 
songs of respect for all religions, 
a tradition that graces the Festival stage. 

And during the year, too, always loved 
by teachers and students, learning history 
the very best way through real live dem-

onstrations. 
The ‘‘Cowboys in the Schools’’ program 
Held each year and teaching so many local 

youth 
self esteem, history, cowboy culture and key 

values. 

The three day festival draws to a close and 

people meander out, sad that the time went 
to quickly, 

taking home special artifacts of the Cowboy 
Way. 

knowing they won’t see some friends again 
until the next time. 

but recharged with another year of Monterey 
memories. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the Monterey 
County Poetry and Music Festival on their 
15th anniversary. The Monterey County Poetry 
and Music Festival always bring the finest 
western entertainment; cowboy poets, western 
music entertainers, fine cowboy art and gear 
to Monterey, the first capitol of Old California. 
I give a sweeping ‘‘Hats Off’’ on their 15th an-
niversary and wish them many more years of 
success. 
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HONORING IVER DELL ADAMS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable Unsung 
Hero, Mrs. Iver Dell Adams. Mrs. Adams is af-
fectionately known by most in her community 
as ‘‘Mother Adams’’ and is a resident of Boli-
var County. 

Mrs. Adams currently serves as Assistant 
Superintendent of the Sunday School Depart-
ment, President of Christian Women Council, 
Church Mother and Evangelist at Saint Mark 
Church of God in Christ in Mound Bayou, Mis-
sissippi. She also volunteers with other church 
auxiliaries at Saint Mark. 

Mrs. Adams is a faithful Christian servant 
whose ministry has led her to feed and clothe 
thousands in the State of Connecticut. She 
and her husband Lonzie would use their own 
money to purchase food, school products, and 
often housed new and used clothing which 
were donated to assist others. They also, 
opened their home to a diverse population 
who was temporary without shelter. Mrs. 
Adams and her husband shared everything 
they had without any reservations. After her 
husband passed she moved to the Great 
State of Mississippi where she continues her 
service to others by assisting in raising four 
children whom she calls her own. These chil-
dren never desire to leave her residence. Her 
love to see others ‘‘be all they can be’’ has led 
her to work hard and diligently for all those 
she comes in contact with. In her community 
she and her neighbors’, young and old alike, 
enjoy their conversations and her words of en-
couragement. 

Mrs. Adams has received numerous acco-
lades and awards for her service to others. 

Mrs. Adams has six children: three daugh-
ters: Virginia, Mamie, Geri and Betty (de-
ceased) and two sons: Lonzie Jr. and Vastie. 
She and her husband instilled in their children 
to work hard and smart, to be an asset to so-
ciety, assist the less fortunate by giving a 
hand to those who are in need, and to know 
that they don’t have anything they cannot 
share with someone else. 

Mrs. Adams is often invited to minister dur-
ing various Christian events held throughout 
the county. She believes in prayer, and that all 
things are possible as long as you have God 
as your leader and choice. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing an unsung hero, Mrs. Iver Dell 
Adams, for her dedication in serving mankind. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF THE COALITION TO SA-
LUTE AMERICA’S HEROES 

HON. TULSI GABBARD 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, as President 
Calvin Coolidge said, ‘‘A nation that that for-
gets its defenders will soon be forgotten.’’ I 
rise today to recognize the contributions of 
The Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes, a 
group that recently invited me to participate in 
an event honoring the sacrifice and the serv-
ice of our servicemembers. There, I had the 
privilege of meeting Corporal Donny 
Daughenbaugh, a Coalition spokesman who 
was severely injured during routine patrol in 
Iraq, as well as Sergeant Mary Herrera, U.S. 
Marine Corps (Ret.), and Sergeant Jorge 
DeLeon, U.S. Army (Ret.). Herrera and 
DeLeon also were injured in the line of duty 
while serving our country overseas. Despite 
their injuries, these selfless heroes have 
weathered an extremely challenging recovery 
and are now using their own experience to 
help fellow veterans make the transition to ci-
vilian life. Like so many other veterans, their 
resilience and love of country endures after 
they return home and begin to face these tre-
mendous challenges. 

The event focused on the growing, serious 
challenges facing young veterans, particularly, 
homelessness, which is fast becoming a crisis 
among female combat veterans. These vet-
erans, who step up to serve and are willing to 
make the ultimate sacrifice to protect our na-
tion, all too often don’t have the support they 
need when they return home. 

I have seen firsthand the overwhelming 
challenges our returning warriors face in 
Hawai‘i and across the nation. Tragically, 
more than 1,100 veterans in Hawai‘i alone 
have experienced homelessness. While the 
overall number of homeless veterans is de-
creasing, homeless female veterans are the 
fastest-growing segment of the homeless pop-
ulation. Female veterans are also more likely 
to suffer post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 
and frequently have children who also suffer. 

The Coalition, led by David Walker, is a na-
tional 501(c)(3), non-profit, non-partisan orga-
nization, established in 2004 to address the 
needs of severely wounded veterans of the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and their fami-
lies. The organization provides emergency fi-
nancial assistance and other support services 
to help them recover from their injuries, rebuild 
their lives, and successfully transition back 
into civilian life. In addition to its work to ad-
dress homelessness, the Coalition’s emer-
gency aid services also aim,to combat the 
troubling rates of suicide and domestic abuse 
among servicemembers and veterans. 

This week in Orlando, Florida, the Coalition 
is hosting 100 combat-wounded veterans at its 
seventh annual Road to Recovery Conference 
and Tribute, a program that provides sessions 
on professional development, financial plan-
ning, and relationships. 

Hawai‘i has a proud tradition of military 
service to our nation, and is the grateful home 
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